
Building Supply-Chain Resilience: Strategy

Consulting for a Volatile World

This document explores strategies for fortifying supply chains in an increasingly volatile

world. It examines the driving forces behind the need for supply chain resilience, including

geopolitical conflicts, tariffs, and cybersecurity threats, and delves into strategies such as

near-shoring, automation, and robust risk management. Furthermore, it highlights the crucial

role of consultants in helping companies navigate these challenges through technology

integration and geopolitical risk mitigation.

The Evolving Landscape of Supply Chains

Global supply chains, once optimized for efficiency and cost reduction, are now facing

unprecedented challenges. The interconnectedness that fueled their success has also

become a vulnerability, exposing them to disruptions from various sources. Companies are

now realizing that a singular focus on cost-effectiveness can leave them dangerously

exposed to unforeseen events. This realization is driving a fundamental shift in how

businesses approach supply chain management, with resilience emerging as a top priority.

Key Drivers of Supply Chain Disruption

Several factors are contributing to the increasing volatility of global supply chains:

•

Geopolitical Conflicts: International tensions and armed conflicts can disrupt trade

routes, restrict access to critical resources, and create uncertainty in key markets. The

war in Ukraine, for example, has had a significant impact on global energy and food

supplies, highlighting the vulnerability of supply chains to geopolitical instability.

•

Tariffs and Trade Wars: Trade disputes and the imposition of tariffs can significantly

increase the cost of goods, disrupt established trade relationships, and force

companies to re-evaluate their sourcing strategies. The recent trade tensions between

the United States and China have demonstrated the potential for tariffs to disrupt

global supply chains and impact businesses across various industries.

•

Cybersecurity Threats: Supply chains are increasingly vulnerable to cyberattacks,

which can disrupt operations, compromise sensitive data, and damage a company's

reputation. The SolarWinds hack, which affected numerous government agencies and

private companies, underscored the potential for cyberattacks to have a far-reaching

impact on supply chains.

•

Natural Disasters: Extreme weather events, such as hurricanes, floods, and droughts,

can disrupt production, damage infrastructure, and impede transportation, leading to

significant supply chain disruptions. The increasing frequency and intensity of natural

disasters due to climate change are posing a growing threat to supply chain resilience.

•

Pandemics: The COVID-19 pandemic exposed the fragility of global supply chains,

leading to widespread shortages, production delays, and transportation bottlenecks.

The pandemic highlighted the need for companies to diversify their sourcing, build

redundancy into their supply chains, and develop robust business continuity plans.

Strategies for Building Supply Chain Resilience

To mitigate these risks and build more resilient supply chains, companies are adopting a

range of strategies:

•

Near-Shoring and Re-Shoring: Bringing production closer to home can reduce

transportation costs, shorten lead times, and improve responsiveness to changing

customer demands. Near-shoring involves relocating production to neighboring

countries, while re-shoring involves bringing production back to the company's home

country.

•

Diversification of Sourcing: Relying on a single supplier or a limited number of

suppliers can create significant vulnerabilities. Diversifying the supplier base can

reduce the risk of disruptions and improve bargaining power.

•

Inventory Management: Maintaining adequate inventory levels can buffer against

unexpected disruptions. However, it's important to strike a balance between holding

too much inventory, which can tie up capital, and holding too little, which can lead to

stockouts.

•

Automation and Technology Adoption: Investing in automation and technology can

improve efficiency, reduce costs, and enhance visibility across the supply chain.

Technologies such as artificial intelligence (AI), machine learning (ML), and blockchain

can be used to optimize inventory management, predict demand, and track

shipments.

•

Risk Management: Implementing a robust risk management framework can help

companies identify, assess, and mitigate potential supply chain disruptions. This

includes developing contingency plans, conducting stress tests, and monitoring key

risk indicators.

•

Collaboration and Partnerships: Building strong relationships with suppliers,

customers, and other stakeholders can improve communication, coordination, and

resilience. Collaboration can involve sharing information, developing joint contingency

plans, and co-investing in infrastructure.

The Role of Strategy Consulting

Consultants play a crucial role in helping companies navigate the complexities of building

supply chain resilience. They bring expertise in supply chain management, risk management,

and technology implementation, and can help companies develop and execute strategies to

fortify their supply chains.

Consultants can assist companies in the following areas:

•

Supply Chain Assessment: Conducting a comprehensive assessment of the company's

existing supply chain to identify vulnerabilities and areas for improvement.

•

Strategy Development: Developing a customized supply chain resilience strategy that

aligns with the company's business objectives and risk tolerance.

•

Technology Implementation: Helping companies select and implement the right

technologies to improve supply chain visibility, efficiency, and resilience.

•

Risk Management Framework: Developing and implementing a robust risk

management framework to identify, assess, and mitigate potential supply chain

disruptions.

•

Change Management: Supporting the company in implementing the necessary

changes to its processes, systems, and culture to build a more resilient supply chain.

•

Geopolitical Risk Mitigation: Helping companies understand and mitigate the

geopolitical risks that could impact their supply chains. This includes assessing the

political and economic stability of key markets, monitoring geopolitical events, and

developing contingency plans to address potential disruptions.

By leveraging the expertise of consultants, companies can effectively navigate the challenges

of building supply chain resilience and ensure that their supply chains are prepared to

withstand future disruptions. In today's volatile world, a resilient supply chain is no longer a

luxury but a necessity for survival and success.
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